
Felonies

When thinking of the serene communities that make up Chester County, Pennsylvania, the first thing that comes to 

mind is probably not felony offenses. However, West Chester and Phoenixville, like many other areas in Southeastern 

Pennsylvania see their fair share of serious criminal activity. Understanding the common felony offenses charged in 

Chester County and their legal implications is crucial if you or a loved one are ever charged with a felony offense or are a 

crime victim. This webpage aims to shed light on the nature of these charges, the associated penalties, and why securing 

the services of a skilled criminal defense attorney is paramount if someone is charged with a felony offense.

Understanding Common Felony Offenses:

Crimes of Violence:

Homicides: A homicide is the unlawful killing of another person, varying in severity and carrying significant penalties, 

including potential life imprisonment.

Aggravated Assaults: Acts causing serious bodily harm or involving weapons, leading to severe consequences if 

convicted.

Sex Crimes: Non-consensual sexual intercourse or sexual acts with severe legal repercussions, including significant fines 

and imprisonment.

Property Crimes:

Burglaries: Unlawful entry into a structure with the intent to commit a crime, often theft. Penalties vary based on the 

severity of the offense.

Robberies: The unlawful taking of another person’s property by force. Penalties are severe depending on if a weapon is 

used and if injury is caused during a robbery.

Arson: The intentional act of setting fire to a structure or property, resulting in severe consequences upon conviction.

Potential Penalties:

Felony charges come with severe penalties, ranging from substantial fines to lengthy prison sentences. Understanding 

the gravity of these consequences emphasizes the necessity of securing professional legal representation.

The Importance of Hiring an Attorney:



Legal Expertise: A skilled criminal defense attorney possesses in-depth knowledge of Pennsylvania’s legal system, 

enabling the development of a strong defense strategy tailored to your specific case.

Negotiation Skills: Attorneys can negotiate with prosecutors to potentially secure reduced charges or penalties, 

advocating for the best possible outcome.

Protecting Your Rights: Legal representation ensures your constitutional rights are safeguarded throughout the legal 

process, providing a comprehensive defense against the charges you face.

Evidence Review: Attorneys can thoroughly review evidence, identify weaknesses in the prosecution’s case, and build a 

robust defense on your behalf.

Facing felony charges requires immediate attention and a proactive approach. Whether it’s crimes of violence, sex 

crimes, or property crimes, understanding the charges and potential penalties is crucial. The assistance of a qualified 

criminal defense attorney can make a significant difference in the outcome of your case. Your future deserves a staunch 

defense—contact the Criminal Defense Practice at Unruh Turner Burke & Frees today for personalized guidance and 

dedicated advocacy. Protecting your rights and securing the best possible outcome is our priority.


